
Dear Readers,

More and more, governments 
in Europe are forced to grapple 
with the effects demographic age-
ing is having on social cohesion, 
public services and public finances. 
It is hoped that the campaigns 
organised within the scope of the 
“European Year 2012 for Active 
Ageing and Solidarity between 
Generations” will increase 
awareness for this topic among 
decision-makers and the general 
public and support the efforts of 
stakeholders and decision-makers. 
In this issue of our newsletter, 
we too are therefore focusing 
on the topic of “active ageing in 
Europe”.

In the introductory article,  
Dr. Carolin Eitner of the German 
national office for the European  
Year 2012 gives us an overview 
of priorities and activities in 
Germany. Elke Tippelmann, head 
of the Brussels office of the 
German National Association of 
Senior Citizens’ Organisations 
(BAGSO), describes the long and 
difficult debate that preceded 
the decision on the European 
Year and the current status of 
implementation at the European 
level.

The article by Kathrin Linz-
Dinchel will give you an idea of 
the many facets of the concept 
of “active ageing” and describe 
exemplary measures in various 
European Member States.

On the last page of this issue 
of the newsletter you will find 
background information on 
demographic policy approaches 
in Europe, a current bibliography 
and some useful links. Additional 
information is also available on 
our website.

The team of the Observatory  
for Sociopolitical Developments 
in Europe wishes you pleasant 
reading! 
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TheEuropeanbackground
Together with the European Parlia
ment, the European Council has 
designated the year 2012 as the “Eu
ropean Year for Active Ageing and 
Solidarity between Generations”.
The overall objective of the Euro
pean Year is to facilitate the crea
tion of an active ageing culture in 
Europe based on a society for all 
ages. Within this framework, the 
European Year is intended to en
courage and support the efforts of 
Member States, their regional and 
local authorities, social partners, 
civil society and the business com
munity to promote active ageing 
and to do more to mobilise the po
tential of the rapidly growing popu
lation in their late 50s and over. 

Some of the individual objectives 
of the European Year 2012 are:
•   to raise general awareness of 

the value of active ageing 
•   to stimulate debate 
•   to exchange information and 

develop mutual learning be
tween the Member States and 
stakeholders at all levels 

•   to offer a framework for com
mitment and concrete action 
in order to enable the Union, 
Member States and stakeholders 
at all levels to develop innova
tive solutions, policies and long
term strategies through specific 
activities, and to pursue specific 
objectives related to active age
ing and intergenerational soli
darity 

•   to promote activities which will 
help combat age discrimina
tion and overcome agerelated 
stereo types.

More specifically, the measures 
and initiatives for implementing 
the objectives of the European 

Year 2012 can include some of the 
following activities:
•   conferences, events and initia

tives to promote debate, raise 
awareness and encourage the 
commitment to specific objec
tives contributing to sustained 
and lasting impacts

•   information, promotion and 
educational campaigns

•   exchange of information, expe
rience and good practice

•   research, surveys and dissemina
tion of the results, focusing on 
the economic and social impact 
of promoting active ageing and 
of activeageingfriendly policies.

Interested persons and organisa
tions across the EU can get involved 
and publicise their initiatives on 
the EU website at www.active
ageing2012.eu. Initiatives can be 
related to areas such as the labour 
market, adult education, volunteer
ing, participation in social activi
ties, or healthy ageing.

ImplementationinGermany
In Germany, responsibility for the 

European Year 2012 is in the hands 
of the Federal Ministry for Family 
Affairs, Senior Citizens, Women 
and Youth as national coordina
tor with the close participation 
of civil society and other relevant 
stakeholders. A national office run 
by German National Association 
of Senior Citizens’ Organisations 
(BAGSO) and Research Association 
for Gerontology e. V. (Forschungs
gesellschaft für Gerontologie e. V.) 
has been operational since 1 July 
2011 to provide organisational sup
port for the national coordinator.

The European Year for Active Age
ing and Solidarity between Genera
tions will be officially launched in 
Berlin in early February 2012 with 
a national event designed to attract 
wide public attention. The kickoff 
event will spread the message of 
the European Year as broadly as 
possible, raise awareness for active 
ageing in German public opinion 
and encourage collective involve
ment in implementing this special 
year. A closing event is scheduled 
for December 2012.

2012:EuropeanYearforActiveAgeingandSolidaritybetweenGenerations–
MainFocusandActivitiesinGermany
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Furthermore, several projects and 
measures are planned for the Euro
pean Year 2012 in Germany. The 
national coordinator has already 
called on civil society and a broad 
range of other key players to sub
mit suggestions in this regard. The 
Ministry for Family Affairs, Senior 
Citizens, Women and Youth will 
provide financing for these activi
ties. In Germany, activities for the 
European Year 2012 will focus on 
working environment and working 
conditions before the backdrop 
of demographic change, social 
volunteering and social participa
tion of older people, “age limits” 
and the image of age and ageing, 
independence in old age through 
adaptive home environment and 
infrastructure, intergenerational 
solidarity, and reconciliation of eld
erly care and work.

A special website has been set up to 
provide information about events 
and activities relating to the Euro
pean Year 2012 in Germany. It will 
offer information and facts about the 
evolution of our ageing society and 
offer the possibility for groups and 
organisations to publicise their own 
events in the calendar or present 
their own European Year projects.

DR. CAROlIN EITNER  
Research Association for 
Gerontology e. V. 

Websites for the European Year 2012:

For Germany: www.ej2012.de

The official EU website: 
http://ec.europa.eu/social/ey2012.jsp 

G u e s t  C o l u m n

EuropeanYear2012:
ActiveAgeingand
Solidaritybetween
Generations
On 7 July 2011, in a resolution 
adopted by 557 to 33 votes with  
15 abstentions, the European Par
liament gave the green light to 
the European Year 2012 for “Active 
Ageing and Solidarity between 
Generations” (EY2012).1 The title 
stated in Article 1 of the resolution, 
subject of a long controversial de
bate, includes the supplementary 
statement: “It shall promote the 
vitality and the dignity of all”. 

Representing the European Parlia
ment, rapporteur and Franconian 
MEP Martin Kastler (Group of the 

European People’s Party) was able 
to push through many of his cen
tral positions. “The pillars of the 
project are intergenerational soli
darity, preservation of vitality and 
respect for human dignity in all 
phases of life. These are the three 
main intentions of the European 
Year”, explained MEP Kastler in 
his press release. According to the 
central message expressed by Arti
cle 2 of the resolution, the EY2012 
is intended to facilitate the crea
tion of “an active ageing culture ... 
based on a society for all ages”. “We 
are not merely talking about the 
silver economy in the context of the 
workplace. Our focus here is on indi
vidual human beings – each with 
his or her role, rights, and inestima
ble value”, explained Mr. Kastler. 

The resolution closes a long debate 
on a European Year – with the 
name now chosen – which was 
initiated in April 2008, during the 
Slovenian EU Council Presidency. 
“We must ensure that ageing does 
not undermine solidarity between 
the generations” said former EU 
Commissioner Spidla in justifica
tion of an earlier European Com
mission initiative for a “First Euro
pean Day of Solidarity between 
Generations” on 29 April 2009. 
The EY2012 proposal, which was 
presented by the European Com
mission in September 2010 under 
the shorter title of “European Year 
for Active Ageing”2, kindled a con
troversial discussion in the Coun
cil that was not settled until the 
resolution of December 2010 that 
the title “as announced in 2008” 
should be expanded, paving the 
way for the joint decision of the 
Parliament and the Council. 

The AGE platform, a European 
umbrella organisation of more 
than 150 senior citizens groups, 
drove the opinionforming process 
through the various stages of the 
EU legislative process, acting as the 
motor of an informal “alliance” of 
meanwhile 31 European organisa
tions. Together, AGE and the EU 
Parliament have been promoting 
the idea that the EY2012 should be 
used to encourage an intergenera
tional approach as a road towards 
a lasting and fair structuring of the 
various European social models. 
“Active ageing” as a “key” to safe
guarding solidarity should also be 
more actively understood in terms 
of equal rights, nondiscrimination 
and social inclusion of older peo
ple. This is the position taken by 
AGE, which pleaded with particular 
vehemence for better cooperation 
between people of all generations – 
a demand now reflected in Article 

3.1 a of the resolution. 
It was not only the formulation 
of the central message of the title 
that presented a particular chal
lenge. Indeed, the intention was 
for the aims of the project to reflect 
a concept that took into account 
the value of active ageing and its 
various dimensions on the basis of 
the WHO definition of “active age
ing”. The resolution refers to this 
definition and opens up spaces for 
volunteering by older people, for 
lifelong learning, cultural forms 
of expression and sport. The signi
ficance of “active and healthy 
ageing” was also emphasised with 
a view to the innovation partner
ship launched in 2011, as was the 
role of the “working conditions” 
and the need to combat negative 
agerelated stereotypes and age dis
crimination (cf. recitals and Art. 2 
of the resolution). 

Considering the lofty objectives 
of the European Commission, the 
most serious problem faced by the 
European Year – which is one of 
the elements of the Europe 2020 
strategy, a strategy of active age
ing covering the period from 2011 
to 2014 – was its lack of a budget. 
Tough negotiations were needed 
before a budget of EUR 5 million 
was finally provided for activities 
at Union level. This amount will be 
used to fund campaigns, confer
ences and other EU activities – also 
within the scope of external con
ferences such as the World Health 
Day 2012 or the 10th anniversary 
of the UN Action Plan on Ageing 
2012. National programmes are 
not eligible for support from this 
budget – but on the other hand, 
the goal of supporting “relevant 
Unionlevel networks” is explicitly 
mentioned. 

Particularly important is the goal 
of the European Year formulated 
in Art. 2 c “to offer a framework for 
commitment and concrete actions”. 
The programme of the conference 
organised by the EU Parliament 
Intergroup on Ageing and Intergen
erational Solidarity, to take place on 
7 November 20113, reflects the am
bition of European stakeholders of 
having results to show by the time 
the EY2012 is officially launched in 
Copenhagen on 18/19 January 2012. 
The conference will bring together 
highranking personalities – from 
representatives of the World Health 
Organization to local mayors – to 
form “partnerships” with the EU for 
a proactive approach to the four key 
objectives of the EY2012:

•   an agefriendly EU within the 
scope of the EU 2020 strategy 

•   agefriendly working environ
ments

•   promoting volunteering and 
supporting informal carers

•   improving healthy ageing and 
supporting independent living 
in old age 

With the aim of encouraging in
novative solutions to meet the 
demographic challenge, the AGE 
platform will present a “Roadmap” 
explaining what the European 
Coalition commits to do as well 
as a “Manifesto” with a political 
statement of the objectives of 
the EU year. A EY2012 website of 
the European Commission4 gives 
stakeholders from across Europe a 
chance to present their projects. It 
is hoped that this will better inte
grate regional and local levels and 
promote the intended “participa
tion of a broad range of organisa
tions”, a goal also served by the 
recently published brochure “How 
to promote active ageing in Europe 
– EU support to local and regional 
actors”5.

The question that should be asked, 
however, is whether these measures 
will be adequate to give senior citi
zens a leading role in designing the 
year in the sense of a “bottom up” 
approach. This will require easily 
accessible financial resources for 
projects and initiatives as well as for 
activities with partners from other 
countries. The objective formulated 
in Article 3, to support crossborder 
activities at local and regional level, 
should therefore be understood as a 
specific encouragement towards im
proving European contacts and net
works of senior citizens. Supporting 
mobility in Europe is one of the core 
objectives of the EU. looking back 
to the European Year 1994, which 
had nearly the same name, shows 
that campaign years can make 
lasting contributions. The positive 
effects of ideas and specialpurpose 
networks developed then are still 
being felt today. For instance, the 
“European Senior Citizens’ Parlia
ment” held during the 1994 cam
paign year inspired its implementa
tion at the national level in Ireland 
– and the idea still bears fruit today 
in the form of senior citizens’ parlia
ments in the German federal states 
of SchleswigHolstein and Mecklen
burgWestern Pomerania. 

ElKE TIPPElMANN,
Expert for European policies on 
senior citizens and EU project 
coordinator for BAGSO,
http://www.bagso.de/ 

1   Legislative resolution of the European Parlia-
ment of 7 July 2011: http://www.europarl.eu-
ropa.eu/sides/getDoc.do?pubRef=-//EP//TEXT+ 
TA+P7-TA-2011-0332+0+DOC+XML+V0//EN. 
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2   Proposal of the European Commission of 6 Sep-
tember 2010: http://eur-lex.europa.eu/LexUriS-
erv/LexUriServ.do?uri=COM:2010:0462: 
FIN:EN:PDF. 

3   Draft agenda: “Towards a successful European 
Year 2012 on active ageing and intergenera-
tional solidarity” 7 November 2011: http://
www.age-platform.eu/images/stories/11_11_07_
EP_event_draft_agenda_tosend.pdf.

4   EY2012 website: http://ec.europa.eu/social/
ey2012.jsp?langId=en. 

5   Brochure “How to promote active ageing in 
Europe – EU support to local and regional ac-
tors”: http://ec.europa.eu/social/ey2012main.js
p?langId=en&catId=970&newsId=1065&furth
erNews=yes.

S o c i o p o l i t i c a l
D e v e l o p m e n t s  i n

E u r o p e

Amulti-faceted
concept:ideasand
measurestopromote
activeageinginEurope
The topic of “active ageing” has 
found a permanent place on the 
European agenda: in view of demo
graphic developments in Europe, 
the need to promote active ageing 
has taken on such a degree of ur
gency and desirability that the con
cept has now become an integral 
part of policy guidelines at both 
supranational and national level. 
But what do we mean when we 
talk about “active ageing”? 

“Activeageing”asaprocess:
whatisactiveageing?
The term “active ageing” was coined 
by the World Health Organization 
(WHO) in the 1990s and defined a 
few years later: in its contribution 
to the Second United Nations World 
Assembly on Ageing in 2002, the 
WHO defined “active ageing” as 
“the process of optimizing opportu
nities for health, participation and 
security in order to enhance quality 

of life as people age”.1 In this defini
tion, the World Health Organization 
looks at “active ageing” from an  
individual point of view. However, 
“active ageing” can also be under
stood as a social concept that en
courages people to develop their 
potential in the course of their 
entire life. This raises the question of 
what an ageing society has to offer 
and what might help older people 
to continue contributing as long as 
possible, with their strengths and 
potentials, to the economic and  
social development of society.2 

“Activeageing”asaEuropean
topic
Following up on the initial pro
posal of the European Commis
sion, in September 2010, for the 
adoption of a resolution for the 
“European Year 2012 for Active 
Ageing”, the objectives of the 
 European Year are to raise general 
awareness of the useful contribu
tion older persons make to society 
and the economy, to promote 
active ageing and mobilise the 
potential of older persons.3 One 
month later, the Commission pub
lished its communication on the 
“Europe 2020 Flagship Initiative”. 
The “European Innovation Part
nership” in the area of “active and 
healthy ageing” is a pilot project 
intended as a component of the 
Innovation Union strategy within 
the scope of the Flagship Initia
tive. The aims of the “European 
Innovation Partnership Active and 
Healthy Ageing” pilot project are, 
“by 2020, to enable our citizens to 
live longer independently in good 
health by increasing the average 
number of healthy life years by 
2, and, in achieving this target, 
to improve the sustainability and 
 efficiency of our social and health
care systems, and to create an EU 
and global market for innovative 

products and services with new 
opportunities for EU business.”4 
The objectives expressed in both 
Commission documents seem to 
point in the same direction: acti
vation of the “social and econo
mic potential of older persons”. At 
the same time, individual senior 
citizens are offered support and 
assistance so that they can stay 
independent and free of health 
problems for longer periods. The 
concept of “promoting active age
ing” thus melds many objectives 
and approaches at both individual 
and social levels. 

The question that needs to be 
asked is therefore whether there is 
convergence within the European 
Union with regard to the objec
tives of promoting active ageing, 
and what strategies and measures 
the Member States are actually 
implementing (in terms of the 
 concept of “active ageing”).

Exampleswithregardto
“activeageing”inEurope
Since June 2010, the Observatory 
has been monitoring, on a regular 
basis, the evolution of social policy 
measures for coping with demo
graphic change in certain Member 
States.5 

One focus of research interest 
has been how national ministries 
approach the topic of “active age
ing”. The results of a study carried 
out between June 2010 and Janu
ary 2011 clearly demonstrate that 
“active ageing” is a catchphrase 
that integrates a broad range of 
objectives and strategies fostered 
in the policies on ageing of indi
vidual Member States. 

In Spain for instance, the concept 
of “active ageing” has been linked 
to the idea of healthy physical and 
intellectual ageing and active par
ticipation in social life. The Span
ish strategy could be defined as 
orientation to the well-being of older 
persons in the autumn of their lives. 
Its primary objective is to foster a 
healthy lifestyle for senior citizens 
(e. g. through leisure and fitness 
programmes or stays in health 
resorts). Campaigns have been 
implemented in the Netherlands, 
France, Spain and the United 
Kingdom to contribute to health 
awareness among senior citizens 
and to foster physical activity and 
sport for the elderly. In the United 
Kingdom, for instance, the first of 
October has been designated as a 
special campaign day on the oc
casion of the International Day of 
Older Persons. In 2011, the motto 
of this day was “getting and stay
ing active in later life”.

Strategies to encourage active 
participation in working life and/
or the promotion of volunteering 
in old age (e. g. by campaigns such 
as those organised in the United 
Kingdom and in France) serve as 
a counterweight to this approach. 
In this case, “active ageing” is all 
about orientation towards using 
the social potential of older people. 

A great variety of other objec
tives and approaches are being 
discussed under the catchphrase 
“active ageing”: for instance pro
moting the social participation of 
older people through improved so
cial and health services, encourag
ing intergenerational solidarity, of
fering older people opportunities 
for professional and private further 
education, etc. The overriding ob
jective of these national initiatives 
is always to increase the social rel
evance and improve the image of 
older people in public opinion and 
to create a better life environment 
for older people so that they can 
stay active and participate in life 
longer for their personal good and 
their society’s benefit.6

Additional information on the vari
ous measures on “active ageing” in 
selected Member States is available 
in the Bulletin of European Policies 
on Senior Citizens on the website 
of the Observatory for Sociopolitical 
Developments in Europe. 

KATHRIN lINzDINCHEl, 
ISS e.V. 

1   World Health Organization (2002): Active Age-
ing. A Policy Framework. A contribution of 
the World Health Organization to the Second 
United Nations World Assembly on Ageing in 
Madrid. Geneva: WHO. 

2   European Parliament (2011): Position of the 
European Parliament adopted at first reading on 
7 July 2011 with a view to the adoption of Deci-
sion No.../2011 /EU of the European Parliament 
and of the Council on the European Year for 
Active Ageing (2012). P7_TC1-COD(2010)02042, 
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/sides/getDoc.
do?type=TA&reference=P7-TA-2011-0332&forma
t=XML&language=EN#BKMD-2 (online retrieval 
14 September 2011).

3   European Commission (2010a): Proposal for a 
decision of the European Parliament and of the 
Council on the European Year for Active Ageing 
(2012). COM(2010) 462 final. p. 10. 

4   European Commission (2010b): Europe 2020 
Flagship Initiative Innovation Union, Communi-
cation of the Commission. COM/2010)546final/
SEC(2010) 1161. p. 40.

5   Cf. http://www.beobachtungsstelle-gesellschaft-
spolitik.de/bulletin-europaeische-seniorenpoli-
tiken.html.

6   Linz, Kathrin/Stula, Sabrina (2011): Bulletin 
Europäische Seniorenpolitiken. Webseite der 
Beobachtungsstelle für gesellschaftspolitische 
Entwicklungen in Europa. German online 
edition 1/2011, http://www.beobachtungsstelle-
gesellschaftspolitik.de/bulletin-europaeische-
seniorenpolitiken.html (online retrieval 14 Sep-
tember 2011). 
Linz-Dinchel, Kathrin/Stula, Sabrina (2011): 
Bulletin of European Policies on Senior Citizens. 
Website of the Observatory for Sociopolitical De-
velopments in Europe. Online edition 2/2011 in 
English, http://www.sociopolitical-observatory.eu/
en/bulletin-europaeische-seniorenpolitiken.html 
(online retrieval 14 September 2011).
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B a c k g r o u n d : 
A p p r o a c h e s  t o 

d e m o g r a p h i c 
p o l i c y  i n  E u r o p e

Reportondemographic
issuesanddemographic
strategyinGermany
In October 2011, the German fed
eral government will be present
ing a report on the demographic 
situation in the country and on 
future developments expected in 
this area. It is hoped that an inter
ministerial demographic strategy 
can be developed by spring 2012. 
The process for reporting and 
strategy planning within the Ger
man federal government is in the 
hands of the interministerial com
mittee on demographic issues, 
which is chaired by the Federal 
Ministry of the Interior. The main 
objective of reporting and strat
egy planning is to develop a coor
dinated demographic policy for 
the German federal government. 
Some of the topics relating to this 
issue are family, social cohesion, 
migration and integration, labour 
market and employment, social 
security systems, education, eco
nomic performance and public 
finance.

Additionalinformationcanbe
foundat:
http://www.bmi.bund.de/EN/
Themen/PolitikGesellschaft/De
mographEntwicklung/demogra
phentwicklung_node.html

Europeandemography
reportandEuropean
demographyforum
The European Commission 
 published its third demography 
 report on 1 April 2011. The report 
presents new data regarding 
birthrates, life expectancy and 
 migration in all European Mem
ber States. The current report fo
cuses on mobility and migration, 
two issues that will soon consti
tute  special challenges for the EU. 

Every two years since 2006, 
the Commission has published 
a report on the demographic 
situation in Europe and hosted a 
demography forum that offers a 
platform for the presentation of 
recent analyses on demographic 
development and serves to en
courage exchanges and strategy 
debate between European institu
tions, Member States and non

government organisations. The 
third demography forum, on “The 
Demographic Dimension of the 
Europe 2020 Strategy”, took place 
in November 2010 and discussed 
measures to promote active age
ing as well as strategies to im
prove support to families.

Additionalinformationcanbe
foundat:
http://ec.europa.eu/social/main.
jsp?catId=502&langId=en

Initiativesinother
EuropeanMember
States
Declining birthrates, emigration 
and ageing populations are 
trends that affect Central and 
Eastern  European countries to a 
particu larly significant extent. 
The Bulgarian authorities reacted 
to these trends as early as August 
2006 by deve loping a comprehen
sive national demographic strate
gy to cover the period up to 2020. 
The main objective of this strat
egy is to slow the decline in the 
country’s population and, in the 
long run, to stabilise population 
numbers. Indeed, the Bulgarian 
population has shrunk by 580,000 
inhabitants in the last decade1. To 
counter this trend, Bulgaria has 
set itself various objectives which 
it hopes to reach by 2020: two of 
these are reducing child mortal
ity and increasing the fertility 
rate to 1.5 children per woman. 
More over, it is hoped that greater 
numbers of highly educated 
young people can be persuaded 
to stay in Bulgaria.

Additionalinformationcanbe
foundat:
http://www.mlsp.government.bg/
bg/docs/demography/Dem.%20
Strategy_ENG.pdf

In the Czech Republic, a “National 
Programme of Preparation for 
Ageing” was launched in 2008 to 
cover the period between 2008 
and 2012. The priorities and goals 
of the programme are active age
ing, agefriendly environment 
and community, health in old 
age, support of persons with care 
responsibilities and support for 
the participation of older people 
in society. 

Additionalinformationcanbe
foundat:
http://www.mpsv.cz/files/
clanky/5607/starnuti_en_web.pdf

On the initiative and under the 
chairmanship of latvian Prime 
Minister Valdis Dombrovskis, a 

E d i t o r i a l
I n f o r m a t i o n

Publisher:
Institute for Social Work and Social 
Education
Hans-Georg Weigel (Director)
Observatory for Sociopolitical 
Developments in Europe
Postal Address: POB 50 01 51
D-60391 Frankfurt am Main
Office Address: Zeilweg 42
D-60439 Frankfurt am Main
Germany

Editor:
Hans-Georg Weigel
E-mail: kathrin.linz@iss-ffm.de

This is a publication of the 
Observatory for Sociopolitical 
Developments in Europe.
Homepage:
www.sociopolitical-observatory.eu

Agencies responsible for the 
Observatory are:
Frankfurt Project Team: 
Institute for Social Work and Social 
Education

Postal Address: POB 50 01 51
D-60391 Frankfurt am Main
Office Address: Zeilweg 42
D-60439 Frankfurt am Main
Phone: + 49 699 57 89 0
Fax: + 49 699 57 89 190
E-mail: Info@iss-ffm.de
Internet: www.iss-ffm.de

Berlin Project Team: 
German Association for Public  
and Private Welfare
Michaelkirchstr. 17/18
D-10179 Berlin, Germany
Phone: + 49 3062 98 0
Fax: + 49 306 29 80 140
E-mail: kontakt@deutscher-verein.de
Internet: www.deutscher-verein.de

The German Federal Ministry for 
Family Affairs, Senior Citizens, 
Women and Youth, 11018 Berlin, 
provides funding for the project 
“Observatory for Sociopolitical 
Developments in Europe”.

Translation: Nicole Gentz, Berlin

Design: www.avitamin.de

Print: Druckerei Arnold, Großbeeren

Circulation:
German: 2,000, English: 1,000

picture credits:  
page 1: © moodboard – Fotolia.com

Date of publication: November 2011

Ordering address:  
www.sociopolitical-observatory.eu

This newsletter is published within 
the scope of the public relations 
activities of the government of the 
Federal Republic of Germany. It is 
provided free of charge and is not 
destined for sale. This publication 
does not necessarily reflect the opin-
ion of the Government of the Federal 
Republic of Germany. Responsibility 
shall remain with the publisher and/
or the respective author. 

The content and the structure of the 
Observatory’s Newsletter are copy-
righted. We are pleased to allow our 
articles to be used, but we ask you to 
inform us in advance and to state the 
author’s name and the Observatory 
as the source of the material.

“council on demographic issues” 
was appointed in latvia in April 
2011; it is to serve as a consulting 
and coordinating national body 
whose task is to find solutions to 
improve the demographic situa
tion and to coordinate their im
plementation. Council members 
include national authorities, non
governmental organisations and 
experts on demographic issues.

Additionalinformationcanbe
foundat:
http://www.mk.gov.lv/lv/aktuali/
zinas/2011gads/06/030611mp05/

SABRINA STUlA, DV e.V. 

1   The Sofia Echo (2011): Bulgaria geared for  
demographic collapse by 2060 – report  
http://sofiaecho.com/2011/06/09/1103149_bul-
garia-geared-for-demographic-collapse-by-2060-
report (online retrieval 8 September 2011).

P l e a s e  N o t e

Newonourwebsite

Our website now offers addi
tional information on the topic 
of demographic change, e.g. the 
latest issue of the “Bulletin of 
European Policies on Senior 
Citizens”, which appears at regu
lar intervals on our website and 
reports on trends in policies on 
ageing in selected EU Member 
States. 

We would also like to direct your 
attention to the conference re
port of the international confer
ence on “Eldercare Services in 
Europe – Home Care, Family 
Support and Domestic Servi-
ces for Older People”, a forum 
which took place in Berlin in Sep
tember 2011 and was attended 
by 175 participants from 15 Euro
pean countries. A short summary 
can already be found on our 
website. A full conference report 
both in English and German will 
be available in December.


